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Nordafrikanische Touristenfahrten ( Alger ien, Tunisien, T anger). 
Von Curt v. Zelau. (148 pp. and 35 Illustrations from photographs.) 
Verlag von Gebrttder Janecke, Hannover, 1904. (Price, M. 3.) 
The volume contains much pleasant description, facts, and opinions as to the con- 
dition of the people and the influence and benefits of French rule, and a great deal 
of information of use to other travellers in the same region. Visitors to Biskra may 
now gain some experience in desert life by camel journeys to neighbouring oases. 

The Jordan Valley and Petra. By William Libbey, Sc.D., and 
Franklin E. Hoskins, D.D. Two Vols. Vol. I, xv and 353 pp., and 
74 Illustrations. Vol. II, viii and 380 pp., 85 Illustrations, 7 Appendices, Index, 
and Map. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York, 1905. 

For several reasons these handsome volumes are among the most noteworthy of 
recent additions to geographical literature. As the work is the narrative of a journey 
in the Jordan Valley, and the study especially of the eastern part of it, and of the 
physical conditions, the life, and the ruins of the mountain edge of the desert plateau 
beyond the valley, the reader is taken almost from the outset into regions that few 
modern travellers have seen and among monuments of some of the older chapters in 
human history. But the journey is extended still farther south to scenes that the 
Exodus made familiar to the Hebrews — to the fields where they fought with the 
Moabites and Edomites, to the wonderland around the ancient city of Petra, and to 
that city itself, where the East and West once met to barter, and which is unique 
among all the great sights of the world. 

The work thus treats of the uncommon, and its ample pages contain much of 
interest for several classes of readers. Its contributions to the geology of that region 
will command attention, and the book enlarges our knowledge of l;he town dwellers 
and nomads living under Turkish rule, almost cut off from intercourse with the outer 
world. In some instances there is no doubt that the comment in this work on little- 
known scenes of Biblical history here described may be helpfully read in connection 
with the ancient narrative. 

The perfected modern camera, skilfully handled, has at last been called in to illu- 
mine this neglected corner of the earth. Prof. Libbey has made many fine photo- 
graphs in various parts of the world, but his Arctic, west American, and Hawaiian 
views are excelled, if anything, by this large series of pictures, caught in the dry air 
of an Oriental steppe region, clearly and sharply defining the ruins of old cities, temples, 
and theatres, the towns of today, the nomads, the cave dwellers, the canons, val- 
leys and sand plateaux, and many other aspects of the old-new country that will 
help to strengthen the impression made by the descriptive text upon the memory. 
The illustrations are certainly a very remarkable feature of this book. 

Mr. Libbey, who occupies the Chair of Physical Geography at Princeton, fortu- 
nately had as his co-worker on this journey Dr. Hoskins of the Beirut Mission, who, 
in twenty years, had become well acquainted with the land and people of the more 
accessible part of this Turkish domain, and also knew Arabic and the Government 
officials. These advantages secured aid and favour that made the trip possible, and 
the journey of over 600 miles on horseback was without an accident. The authors are 
all the more to be congratulated because the Turkish Government has for many years 
refused to allow travellers to use the pilgrim road east- of the Jordan, on the ground 
that it was not safe. 

Prof. Libbey says: 

The mountains east of the Jordan are not peaks, though- peaks are found near Hermon and in the 
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Jaulan, but rather high table-lands, presenting an almost unbroken skyline to the observer west of the 
Jordan. For two centuries they have been shrouded in mystery almost impenetrable. During the last 
three decades they have begun to yield their secrets to the geographer, the geologist, the archaeologist, 
the historian, and the traveller, and each of these departments of science has been treated to a series of 
brilliant surprises. 

Along this "mysterious unbroken skyline" it has been found that most of the 
geographical names are the same as those recorded in the early part of the Bible. 
The region is proving a paradise for the student of the old civilizations that swept 
over it, strewing these ranges with ruins splendidly preserved to this day. 

Among the objects described and photographed are the finest Crusader ruin 
extant at Kerak in Moab, one of the defences erected along the land frontier of the 
Holy Land- to keep out the infidel ; the mosaic map at Madeba, of parts of which 
ten photographic reproductions are shown; the magnificent ruins of Jerash, which 
the authors call the finest example of an ancient Greek city; the power of Rome as 
recorded in her military roads and camps, of which some of the best examples are 
on the plains of Moab and among the mountains of Edom; and the wonders of Petra, 
to a minute study of which 170 pages are given. Including the remarkable photo- 
graphs that accompany this description, the authors have made a splendid addition 
to all that has been written and pictured concerning " one of the strangest, most 
beautiful, most enchanting spots upon the face of the earth." 

Tht appendices give the itinerary and caravan time between halting-places; eleva- 
tions taken from the mean of three aneroids; list of visitors to Petra during the past 
century; a description of the Hedjaz railroad project; explanation of the photographs 
of the mosaic map; and a list of Scripture references. There are also sixteen photo- 
graphs of fossils which Prof. Libbey brought home, most of them embedded in large 
numbers in pieces of slab. A description, in twenty pages, of the fossils and rocks 
collected is written by Gilbert Van Ingen, Curator of Invertebrate Paleontology at 
Princeton University. 

It is possible that a few years more may see this region more accessible to travel- 
lers. Later visitors are not likely to find more helpful suggestions for such a journey 
than in this book. 

The Organization of Ocean Commerce. By J. Russell Smith, Ph.D. 

No. 17 of the series in " Political Economy and Public Law," published by The 
University of Pennsylvania, viii and 155 pp., 2 Appendices, Index, and Map. 
Philadelphia, 1905. 

This is an investigation of one of the leading factors in economic geography. It 
was written for the general public and for students of commerce in high schools and 
colleges. The book has, in large part, grown out of the concrete studies of commer- 
cial activities which engaged Dr. Smith for many months while he was assisting the 
Isthmian Canal Commission in their rate and traffic investigations. During this 
work he examined many volumes of unpublished statistics in the Government bureaux 
and custom houses, corresponded extensively with steamship companies, importers, 
exporters, and manufacturers, and later carried out the same lines of inquiry in the 
leading ports of Europe. 

The result of these studies at first hand and of the reading preparatory or inci- 
dental to them is this well-written, methodical discussion of the whole subject of 
ocean commerce. The types of vessels and the part of each in the ocean trade, 
whether chartered singly or run in lines of ships; ocean freight rates and comparison 
with railroad rates; trade routes for steamers and sailing vessels and their competition 
in the world's carrying trade; coal and coaling stations, Government control and 
supervision of shipping routes, the probable effects of the Panama Canal, questions 



